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Ceramics I & 2 – Online, 4/21 & 23/2020 

CUBIST CLAY PORTRAIT 
AC Flora Grades: 9-12 
Instructor: Anthony Conway 

Standard(s) Anchor Standard 1: I can use the elements and principles of art to 
create artwork. 
 
Anchor Standard 2: I can use different materials, techniques, and 
processes to make art. 
 
Anchor Standard 3: I can improve and complete an artistic artwork 
using the elements and principles. 
 
Anchor Standard 4: I can organize work for presentation and 
documentation to reflect specific content, ideas, skills, or media. 
 
Anchor Standard 5: I can interpret and evaluate the meaning of an 
artwork. 
 
Anchor Standard 6: I can identify and examine the role of the visual 
arts through history and world cultures.  

Learning 
Targets/ 
I Can 
Statements 

VA.CR.AL.1: I can create, refine, and communicate ideas based 
on the elements and principles of design and other compositional 
strategies and structures. 
 
VA.R.AL.5: I can interpret the meaning of artwork using 
contextual clues and describe influences that affect the artist. 
 
VA.CR.AL.1.1: I can apply organizational strategies that 
communicate personal meaning, theme, idea, or concept. 
 
VA.C.AL.6.1: I can explain the use of subject matter, symbols, 
ideas, and technologies and how they work together to convey 
meaning in a particular culture. 
 
VA.P.AM.3: I can reflect, revise, and refine my work considering 
relevant criteria and my artistic voice. 
 
VA.P.AM.3.1: I can apply changes determined to improve and 
complete my artwork. 
 
VA.C.AL.6: I can analyze the function and meaning of artworks 
from various cultures and time periods. 
 
VA.C.AM.6: I can analyze artworks in a variety of societal, 
cultural, and historical contexts and describe their influence on 
contemporary artists. 
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VA.C.AM.6.1: I can justify the use of subject matter, symbols, 
ideas, and technologies and how they work together to influence 
the work of contemporary artists. 

Essential 
Question(s) 

In this lesson, students will create a cubist style portrait using clay 
slabs. They will develop an understanding and appreciation for the 
cubist period of art with an engaging hands-on experience. They will 
learn to texture the clay slabs, assemble the pieces. This is a portrait 
project which asks students to throw off the constraints of realism and 
to be creative. 
 
The goal of this major project, is for students to understand the 
historical significance of Picasso’s influence on modern art, how to think 
differently about how to communicate artistic intent.  
 
Students will use LINE, SHAPE, VALUE, FORM, TEXTURE, to create 
“Cubist” self-portraits. When finished, students will compare and 
contrast their two drawings. 
 
I can use the elements and principles of art to sculpt my self-portrait in 
through direct observation and interpretation. 
 
I can use the elements and principles of art to interpret my self-portrait 
from photographs to better understand the creative process and the 
elements and principles as a visual language.  

 What are the proper slab building techniques and procedures 
for creating a cubist portrait? 
 

Resources Pablo Picasso (1881-1973) is considered the most influential artist of 
the 20th Century. He explored many styles and techniques in painting 
as well as sculpture, but he is most known as being co-founder of 
cubism. Cubism is an art style in which the subject is broken down into 
several facets with several views shown simultaneously: a flattened 
three-dimensional form. 

Cubism Overview 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSZMlfm1Ln0 
 
What is Cubism 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb-bjfe2qiA 
 

Where Did Pablo Picasso's Genius Come From? | National Geographic 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57lrZZt4Cc0 
 
Self-portrait Picasso Style 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdDDKiRoN0w&feature=emb_rel_pause 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSZMlfm1Ln0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qb-bjfe2qiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57lrZZt4Cc0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gdDDKiRoN0w&feature=emb_rel_pause
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Picasso Portraits 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRT71Hx3v-k 
 
Draw like Picasso 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7-1VpfomWE 
 

Learning 
Activities or 
Experiences 

Connection – Through this lesson, students explore how artists are 
able to translate facial features using Three-dimensional media. 
 
Students take “selfies” of themselves from different angles or points of 
view (frontal, profile, ¾ etc.), then looking at the photos develop 3 
different drawings “ala Picasso’s” approach to Cubism. They will learn 
how to self-analyze (critique) their own works and how to use the 
Elements/Principles of Art to communicate their intent. 
 
Review (30 Min.) – Students will review the videos .to provide 
themselves with an overview of Cubism and what the key elements 
were about. Then, the video’s on Picasso and his approach to Cubist 
portraiture. With this foundational understanding, students shall: 
 
Application of Assignment  

This Lesson is in TWO PARTS. The first part is drawing from life 
and/or photos 3 different studies for your “Cubist Self-portrait”. 
These studies are to be uploaded to Microsoft TEAM’s and 
handed in.  

 

The SECOND PART is using your sketches as a guide, creating a 
three-dimensional version in clay (claydough). 

 

IMPORTANT: You are being graded for completing each day’s 
work (50% each day). You MUST upload your work while it is 
in progress for feedback, failure to do so will severely affect 
your score. 

 

Each day, Scan or take a picture of drawings and/or final clay 
work. Make sure work is photographed in good light and it is in 
focus. Upload to the Assignments section on Microsoft Teams 
and turn in the assignment.  

 

1. This means today (4/21/20) you are uploading your sketches 
for feedback. 

2. By the end of next class (4/23/20), you are uploading the 
finished Self-portrait in clay(dough) you made to work with in 
previous assignment. 

 

PART 1 - DRAWING FROM LIFE/PHOTOS: Students will need: 

 Drawing paper 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRT71Hx3v-k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7-1VpfomWE
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 Drawing pencils 

 Eraser(s) 

 A Mirror, phone or camera 

 

Students will draw in graphite pencil three different versions of 
themselves ala Picasso as described in videos. Try not to label 
what you are drawing, just see what you are looking at for what 
they are –The ELEMENTS of ART – The Lines, Shapes, Forms, 
Textures, and Values that you see in the mirror. When you combine 
these ELEMENTS of ART you see in proper relationship to each 
other they will make YOUR FACE. 

 

Remember you are to sketch a cubist style portrait on a piece of 
drawing paper. Keep in mind the key attributes of the cubist style 
you learned in the videos and make sure that the portrait should be 
an abstract representation and include multiple features from 
multiple viewpoints.  

 

When finished with your portrait sketches, break up each feature 
into a separate drawing. Example: Shape of face, nose, eyes, ears, 
hair etc., then play with different placements and arrangements of 
features. Add bold colors with crayons. Have Fun! 

. 

PART 2 – SCULPTING FROM DRAWINGS: Students will need: 

 Drawing paper 

 Drawing pencils 

 Clay(dough) 

 Roller (or book to flatten clay into a slab). 

 

1. Using a rolling pin or book roll/flatten out a slab of clay. 

2. Lay your drawing of the individual features on top of the slab of 
clay and trace each shape onto the clay with a pencil. The 
pressure from the pencil will transfer the outline onto the slab. 

3. Cut out Face (use plastic knife or paper clip). 

4. Cut out Features. 

5. Add textures to different pieces (additive of subtractive) using 
found objects or homemade tools. 

6. Layer Pieces together. Feel free to try different arrangements of 
the pieces to see what composition you like best. Once you 
settle on your arrangement, score back to carefully attach with a 
very small amount of water. 

 

Once all of the pieces are reassembled, each student should have a 
cubist style portrait that resembles their original sketch on paper but 
now in 3D relief made of clay. 
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Review/Reflection – Students will Photograph their finished 
Cubist Clay Portraits and Upload and Turn into Microsoft 
TEAMs the photos and their answers to these Closure 
questions. 

 

Students will reflect on their choices related to the photos they used 
as to their intent, and how they modify and refine their ideas to 
improve on how to communicate these thoughts to their audience 
in their finished artwork. 

 

Closure – Upon completion, students will look at both of their 
drawings and compare and contrast with their finished work. They 
will self-critique their work by answering the following questions: 

 
1. Did you meet the assignment requirements? Why or why not? 
2. How did you work on developing your skills of observation? 
3. Do you feel your skills of observation improved during the 

project(s)? Why or why not? 
4. How did you work on developing your technique (craft) in this 

assignment? 
5. What struggles did you have and how did you work to overcome 

them? 
6. Do you feel you could do better if you focus more and persist 

when faced with challenges in the assignment? 
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